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Fifth Sunday of Lent – 26th March 2023 

Gospel 

Reflection 

As was the case in 
John’s account of 

the healing of the 
man born blind 

(last Sunday’s 
Gospel), the 
raising of Lazarus 

is more than just a 
sign of Jesus’ love 

and compassion.  
Each of the seven 
miracles that John 

includes in his Gospel (“the Book of Signs,” as 
this section of John’s Gospel is titled) is 

dramatized by the evangelist to underscore 
some dimension of the redemptive nature of 
Jesus’ work. Today’s Gospel, the climactic sign 

in John’s Gospel, is presented in five distinct, 
self-contained scenes: Jesus receiving the 

news of Lazarus’ death, the disciples’ 
protesting Jesus’ return to Judea, Martha’s 
pleading with Jesus, Jesus’ emotional arrival at 

the tomb, and the miraculous raising of 
Lazarus. 

The raising of Lazarus is clearly intended by 
John to demonstrate Jesus’ power over life and 
death.  The raising of Lazarus plays like a 

rehearsal for the events next week’s liturgies 
will celebrate.                    connectionsmediaworks.com 
 

Livestreaming on Facebook  
Sunday 8:30am Mass 

manlyfreshwaterparishfacebook/videos 
 

 

Adoration Saturday 
25th March commencing 

with the 6pm Vigil Mass 

at Manly. 

The Feast of the Annunciation 

Manly Freshwater Parish Young Adults group 
have organized Midnight Adoration. Any 
questions please contact 

manlyfreshwatercatholicyouth@gmail.com 

All are invited to come along. The program 

is as follows: 

• 6:00 pm Vigil Mass 
• 7:00 pm – 11:45pm: Silent Adoration,  

                               Confession and Music 
• 11:45 Benediction 

 

 

FRESH PALMS OR OLIVE 

BRANCHES NEEDED for Palm 

Sunday. Please bring your Palms to 

the parish centre on Friday 31st March 

between 9am -2pm. If you can assist, please 

contact the Parish Office 9977 5822. 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER LITURGIES 

St Mary’s Manly & St John’s Freshwater 

6th April Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7pm  
               at Manly only 

7th April Good Friday 

Stations of the Cross at 10am 

The Lord’s Passion at 3pm 

8th April  Easter Vigil at 6pm (both churches) 

9th April Easter Sunday Manly 

8:30am, 10:30am & 6pm 

  Easter Sunday Freshwater at 9am 

GOOD FRIDAY 
STATIONS OF 

THE CROSS 
ACTORS 
NEEDED 

On Good Friday 

this year the youth 

and young adult 

groups will again 

be re-enacting the 

Stations of the Cross. We are in need of actors 

(Simon of Cyrene, Pilate, Veronica, Mary Magdalene 

and guards) and narrators. Year 6+. If interested 

please contact the Manly Freshwater Catholic Youth 

Group on  

Email: manlyfreshwatercatholicyouth@gmail.com  

Facebook: Manly Freshwater Catholic Youth 

Instagram: manlyfreshwater_catholicyouth 

 

 

Pope Francis Prayer Intention for March – For victims 
of abuse. We pray for those who have suffered 
harm from members of the Church; may they 
find within the Church herself a concrete 
response to their pain and suffering. 

 

mailto:manlyfreshwatercatholicyouth@gmail.com
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LET US PRAY FOR                                   26th March 2023 
Recently Deceased: Salvatore Ferraro 
Anniversary: Giuseppe Attanasio; Joe Kalayzich 
Prayers for the sick in our parish: “Lord, grant them 
and their carers strength and courage” Margaret 
Burridge; Stephen Robertson; Maureen Williams; Gerry 
Wybrandt; Amy Farrow; Patricia Duffy; Florencia Lira; Ken 
Waller; Mary Helen Fogarty; Belinda Nicholls; Jacqui 
Dawson; Gerry Ring; Zacchaeus Ratnam; Pat Smith; John 
Connors; Don Hews; Joan Jacobs; Sheila Lee; Donnacha 
Donnelly; Paul Donnelly; Julie & Rodney Wallis; Lyn Hillard; 
Ian Flynn; Jake Usher; Wayne Smedley; Shirley Ford; 
Apolinar Anasarias 

 

Dates to remember… 

• Lenten Program Thurs 30 Mar 7:30pm Parish 

Centre 

• Stations of the Cross on Friday during Lent 

SJB 9:45am & SMM 7pm 

• Cenacle of Our Lady Manly Tues 9:45am 

• Lectio Divina Tues 7:30pm and Wed 10am 

• Eucharistic Adoration in Manly  

Wed 6pm – 7:30pm 

 

PARISH GIVING – thank you for your 

generous support. At Manly we 

encourage you to use the tap machines 

at the Church entrances. If you prefer 

to use cash there will be ONE collection during 

Mass at the offertory.  

If you are a new parishioner to Manly 

Freshwater Parish, we invite you to 

complete a Parish census form. This 

will assist us in updating our records to include you 

and your family in our parish community activities. 

The census form can be found on the back wall of 

the Church or at the side door entrance and may be 

left in the collection plate.  
 

The Chrism Mass will 

be celebrated at 7.30pm 

on Tuesday, 4 April at 

Our Lady of the Rosary 

Cathedral, Waitara.  The 

priests of our Diocese gather for this celebration 

with Most Rev Bishop Anthony Randazzo to renew 

their priestly commitment. During Mass, the oils of 

Catechumens and the Sick are blessed, and the 

Chrism is consecrated and then taken back to each 

parish for use in various Sacramental liturgies 

throughout the year. 
 

Many of you have not been able to 

come back to Mass on Sunday for 

different reasons. If you would like 

one of the Priest to visit you at 

home, please ring the parish office 

on 9977 5822.  

 

 
 

Easter Ministry Roster 
If you are a reader or a senior 

server and are able to assist 
with our Easter Services please 

advise the Parish Office. 
 

LENT 2023 

Stations of the Cross  
each Friday during Lent 

Freshwater: 9:45am 

Manly: 7:00pm 
 

LENTEN GROUP  
Thursday 30th March 

7.30pm in the Parish Centre 

Cardinal Raniero Cantalamessa, 

“The Preacher to the Papal 

Household", has delivered a yearly 

homily in St Peter's Basilica during 

the Good Friday liturgy. He has 

provided various meditations in the presence of the 

last three popes: Pope John Paul II, Pope Benedict 

XVI and Pope Francis. 

This Lenten group will reflect on a series of Cardinal 

Cantalamessa's meditations to allow us to reflect 

upon the hour of the death of Christ, His exaltation 

and victory over sin and the Paschal Mystery. His 

sermons illuminate the mystery of the Lord’s 

Passion and allow us to gaze upon the cross of 

Christ in the light of our modern world, and the 

modern world in the light of Christ's cross. 

All are invited - and especially our youth and young 

adults. 
 

PIETY STORE 
Movie of the month – Edith Stein – the 7th 

chamber. A moving, artistic portrayal of the life of 

Jewish philosopher, Catholic convert and martyr in 

Auschwitz. The film shows the great conflicts with 

her decision and how it was based on her search for 

truth. Only $10 @ the Piety store. 

CD of the month – The life of Padre Pio – 

Matthew Arnold. Fascinating details on Padre Pio’s 

stigmata, ability to read souls and the multitude of 

miracles attributed to his intercession. Pray, hope and 
don’t worry. Only $5 @ the piety store. 

 
LIVING FAITH BOOKS – April/May/June  

now available in the Piety Store 
 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION will be 

held this Saturday 25th March at 

Manly and Freshwater. Please keep 

the children and their families in your 

prayers. 

 

 

The Sacrament of Confirmation will 

be celebrated in the Parish on Saturday 

20th May for children who are in Year 3 

and above.  

 



SAVE THE DATE 

Fr John will be celebrating his 

Silver Jubilee Thanksgiving 
Mass on Sunday 16th April at 

the 10.30am Mass at St Mary’s 
Church Manly followed by 
refreshments. 

Fr John would love to have as 
many parishioners join him in 

his celebration!!!All Welcome 

 

PROJECT 

COMPASSION 2023 

Project Compassion brings 

together Australian schools, 

parishes and supporters to 

raise funds for people in 

vulnerable communities 

across the world. This year, 

we introduced you to the story 

of four inspiring people whose 

lives have been transformed 

with your generous support: 

Laxmi, Tereesa, Priscilla and Thu. Today, they are 

creating a better world for their families, their 

communities and for all future generations.  

Please donate to Project Compassion 2023. 

Together, we can help vulnerable communities 

face their challenges today and build a better 

tomorrow  

For All Future Generations.  

You can donate through Project Compassion 

donation boxes or envelopes available in the 

church, by visiting caritas.org.au/project-

compassion, or by calling 1800 024 413. 

 
SUPPORT OUR PARISH & PRIESTS 
FINANCIALLY by using one of the following… 

1. Planned Giving: many parishioners support the parish 
through a monthly direct debit or credit card. Please 
contact the parish office for more 
information 9977 5822. 

2. Collection plates during Mass 
3. Tap and Go machines using your 

credit/debit card or. EFTPOS Terminals. 
4. Scan to Donate using the QR code to access our 

BPoint Donation page. This secure 
system provided by the Commonwealth 
Bank will give you the option of having 
your receipt emailed to you. 

5. Directly into Parish Bank Accounts 

• Church Account Funds Parish running costs  
Account Name: Manly Freshwater Parish 
Bank Name: Commonwealth Bank 
Account # 100002025     
BSB: 062 784    

• Pastoral Account Supports our Priests   
Account Name: Manly Freshwater Parish Pastoral  
Bank Name: Commonwealth Bank 
Account# 13958002    BSB: 062 784  

 

 

BROKEN BAY NEWS  
March 2023 Edition now 

available at the entrances to the 

Church. Please pick up your 
copy  

 
 

 

PARISH WEEKLY EVENTS 

• Bible Study via Zoom: 2nd & 4th Tuesday at 7pm  

• Cenacle of Our Lady: Tues 9:45am Manly Church 

• Christian Meditation Group: Tues 12:30pm Parish 
Centre 

• Craft Group: Tues 10:00am Parish Centre 

• Eucharistic Adoration: Weds 6:00pm – 7:30pm Manly 

• Lectio Divina: Tues 7.30pm & Weds 10am Parish 
Centre  

• Piety Store: open on weekends or call the Parish 
Office 

• Reconciliation: Manly: Sat 10am – 11am 

• RCIA: Contact the Parish Office 9977 5822  

• Rosary via Zoom: 1st Thurs 6pm, every other Thurs 
7pm  

• Rosary: Freshwater Tues – Fri 8.45am in Church. 

 

PARISH MONTHLY EVENTS 

• Anointing Mass: Manly & Freshwater 1st Friday 
9:15am 

• Parish Pastoral Council: contact Parish Office  

• St Joseph Men’s Group: 1st Thurs of the month 7pm 

• St Vincent de Paul: Manly & Freshwater Conferences  
2nd Mon each month 5:30pm 

 



St Mary’s School News…Last Friday, the children of  

St Mary’s enjoyed their annual 
Parents and Friends Colour 
Walkathon. In classes, we 
walked along Manly Beach 
front and back to school and 
then enjoyed morning tea 
together. It was a Friday full of 
colour and fun! 

This Lenten season the children of St Mary’s have 
committed to raising money for Caritas using their project 
compassion boxes. Spanning across the six weeks of Lent 
each year, Project Compassion brings thousands of 
Australian schools, parishes, and supporters together to 
raise funds for people living in some of the most vulnerable 
communities across the world. The thoughtful Year 6 
Mission Team has organised and has been running an 
Easter egg guessing competition for the children of St 
Mary’s, raising money for project compassion. We are so 
proud of the wonderful fundraising ideas that our Year 6 
Mission team think up. 

We had our first Family Mass of the year at the end of 
February. It was wonderful to see families attend from all 
year groups, participate in a beautiful Mass led by Fr David 
and then connect with our St Mary’s community with a BBQ. 
We look forward to our next Family Mass on Sunday, 26th 
March, at 6 pm, hosted by Year 1 and Year 2. All are 
welcome! 

Year 4 classes attended Reconciliation this term and have 
been busy preparing for their Holy Communion, which will 
be held this coming Saturday. Please pray for these 
children as they continue their spiritual journey and become 
closer to Jesus. Kind regards, Josephine Gradwell (REC) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VACATION CARE APRIL 2023 – St Mary’s School. We are 
very pleased to announce the launch of the SMM Vacation 
Care Program which will start these Easter school 
holidays. Congratulations to Trish (SMM OOSH 
Coordinator) who will run the program and has designed 
the activities. Vacation Care will be held at SMM Parish 
Hall, the program is open to all primary aged children from 
the local area.  

Dates: Tue 11 April – Mon 24 April 7:30am – 6pm 
Bookings: oshc.manly@catholiccaredbb.org.au 

St John’s School News… SJB celebrated Harmony 

Week and Australian 
multiculturalism with students 
appreciating diversity and 
fostering inclusion through 
organised activities. The United 
Nations International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination was acknowledged 
on March 21st. The celebrations 
included our Year 6 Leaders 
visiting our local pre-schools and 
inviting our pre-school friends to 
visit SJB to join in our Harmony 
Week learning by listening to 
storytellers and participating in 
collaborative activities. Our Year 
6 Leaders also presented an 
amazing Harmony Week Expo for 
the other classes to engage in 
interactive activities promoting 
diversity. 

The school Cross Country was 
held last week and once again 
the SJB school spirit was 
inspiring. As a school we are now 
preparing and are very excited for 
our SJB School Athletics Carnival 
next week which is a highlight of 
our school year. 

Our students are continuing to prepare for Easter by 
remembering their Lenten promises and recognising the 
challenges of poverty by demonstrating compassion in 
action by supporting Caritas Australia through Project 
Compassion. Each class is also preparing their part for our 
Holy Week morning activities that will take place over the 
last week of Term 1.  
                           Kind regards Kelli Johnson (Acting REC) 

mailto:oshc.manly@catholiccaredbb.org.au


MINISTRY ROSTER – APRIL 2023 – MANLY 
 Ministry 

Week 1 
1st – 2nd April 

Week 2 
8th – 9th April 

Week 3 
15th – 16th April 

Week 4 
22nd – 23rd April 

Week 5 
29th – 30th April 

  PALM SUNDAY 

EASTER  

VIGIL 

ROSTER 

Please advise  
if you are able  

to assist 

2nd Sun of Easter 3rd Sun of Easter 4th Sun of Easter 

6p
m

  V
ig

il 
 M

as
s 

Server Louise Wareham Louise Wareham Louise Wareham Louise Wareham 

Readers 
Freya Zemek 

Rita Bruzzese (Narrator) 
Rita Bruzzese Bill Tango Rita Bruzzese 

Music CD’S CD’S CD’s CD’s 

Welcomers 
John & Merle Zemek 

Mary Prager 
John & Merle Zemek 

Mary Prager 
John & Merle Zemek John & Merle Zemek 

Piety Store Merle Zemek Merle Zemek Merle Zemek Merle Zemek 

Flowers Louise Wareham Assistance Required Janet Sajowitz Louise Wareham 

8:
30

am
  M

as
s 

Server Ken Thompson 

EASTER  

SUNDAY 

ROSTER 

 
Please advise  
if you are able  

to assist 

Ken Thompson Ivica Covic Ken Thompson 

Readers 
Jan Van Den Broek 

Patty Thomas (Narrator) 
Patty Thomas Jan Van Den Broek Patty Thomas 

Music Parish Choir Parish Choir Parish Choir Parish Choir 

AV Screens Robert Marshall Robert Marshall Robert Marshall Robert Marshall 

Piety Store Jan Dorsen Jan Dorsen Jan Dorsen Jan Dorsen 

10
:3

0a
m

  M
as

s 

Server Ivica Covic 
Ivica Covic, Louise 

Wareham, Ian Press, 
Joanne Druery 

Louise Wareham 
Richard Heasman  

Bernie Lawler 

Readers 
Katalina Taefotu 

Ron Gravolin (Narrator) 

Toni Walsh 
Rita Bruzzese 

Val Buono 

Rita Bruzzese 
Janie Fonua 

Carmel Lawler 
Janie Fonua 

Music Tongan Choir Parish Choir 
Gina Marshall 
Bianca Zatz 

Gina Marshall 

AV Screens Tongan Choir Robert Marshall Robert Marshall Robert Marshall 

Welcomers 
Paul & Nicola Pervan 

Anne Gaughan 
Paul Pervan 

Anne Gaughan 
Paul & Nicola Pervan 

Anne Gaughan 
Paul & Nicola Pervan 

Anne Gaughan 

Morning Tea  Fr John’s Celebration   

Piety Store Kim McGrath Kim McGrath Jenny Tucker Kim McGrath 

6p
m

  M
as

s Server 
Richard Heasman  

Silvio Porcelli 
Richard Heasman  

Silvio Porcelli 
Kieran & Michael Wan Ivica Covic  

Readers 
Dean Gale 

Bill Tango (Narrator) 
Richard Heasman 

Youth 
Dean Gale Sandie Cornish 

Music Simon Hyland  Simon Hyland TBC Josh Willard 

Piety Store Assistance Required Assistance Required Assistance Required Assistance Required 

 

MINISTRY ROSTER – APRIL 2023 – FRESHWATER 

9a
m

 M
as

s 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

5p
m

 V
ig

il 

Ministry 
Week 1 

1st – 2nd April 
Week 2 

8th – 9th April 
Week 3 

15th – 16th April 
Week 4 

22nd – 23rd April 
Week 5 

29th – 30th April 

 PALM SUNDAY 6pm EASTER VIGIL  2nd Sun of Easter 3rd Sun of Easter 4th Sun of Easter 

Server Mick O’Farrell 
Ian Press 

Francis Raymond 
Mick O’Farrell Ian Press Lou Maruca 

Readers 
Shirley Abbott 

Amanda Whitfield (Narrator) 
TBC Amanda Whitfield Jessica & Joseph Press Amanda Whitfield 

Music CD’s CD’s CD’s CD’s CD’s 

Welcomers Shirley Abbott Shirley Abbott Shirley Abbott Shirley Abbott Shirley Abbott 

Server Joanne Druery 
Amorina Wright 

Lou Maruca 
Francis Raymond Amorina Wright Mick O’Farrell 

Readers 
Patricia Brown 

Luke Campbell (Narrator) 
TBC 

Toni Walsh 
Pam Brown 

Josh Wright  
Jasmine Wright 

Toni Walsh 

Music Pat Brown Pat Brown Pat Brown Pat Brown Pat Brown 

Welcomers Sally Moffatt Sally Moffatt Sally Moffatt Sally Moffatt Sally Moffatt 

Altar 
Society 

Jacqui Good 
Mary Arcus 

Patricia & Solo 
Brown 

Isabella & Phillip d’Souza Maria Harkness 
Jacqui Good 
Mary Arcus 

Morning 
Teas 

Andy & Beck Thiss Tim Markwart 
Angelica & Michael 

Rosatto 
Wright family Francis Raymond 

If you would like to take part in one of these ministries, please contact the parish office 9977 5822 



  



Fifth Sunday of Lent – Year A 

NOTE: Readings for the Manly Family Mass will be taken from the Children’s Lectionary 

 

First Reading           Ezekiel 37:12-14 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live. 

The Lord says this: I am going to open your graves; 

I mean to raise you from your graves, my people, 

and lead you back to the soil of Israel. And you will 

know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves 

and raise you from your graves, my people. And I 

shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I 

shall resettle you on your own soil; and you will know 

that I, the Lord, have said and done this - it is the 

Lord who speaks. 

The word of the Lord.           All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm      Ps 129 

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of  

    redemption. 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, Lord, hear my 

voice! O let your ear be attentive to the voice of my 

pleading. R. 

If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, Lord, who 

would survive? But with you is found forgiveness: for 

this we revere you. R. 

My soul is waiting for the Lord, I count on his word. 

My soul is longing for the Lord more than watchman 

for daybreak. (Let the watchman count on daybreak 

and Israel on the Lord.) R. 

Because with the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 

redemption, Israel indeed he will redeem from all its 

iniquity. R. 

 

Second Reading    Romans 8:8-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 

is living in you, then he will give life to your own 

mortal bodies. 

People who are interested only in unspiritual things 

can never be pleasing to God. Your interests, 

however, are not in the unspiritual, but in the 

spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home 

in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of 

Christ you would not belong to him. Though your 

body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ 

is in you then your spirit is life itself because you 

have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who 

raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he 

who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your 

own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you. 

The word of the Lord.           All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation           John 11:25, 26 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 

whoever believes in me will not die for ever. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Gospel Reading John 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45 

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

I am the resurrection and the life. 

The sisters Martha and Mary sent this message to 

Jesus, 'Lord, the man you love is ill.' On receiving 

the message, Jesus said, 'This sickness will end not 

in death but in God's glory, and through it the Son 

of God will be glorified.' 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet 

when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where 

he was for two more days before saying to the 

disciples, 'Let us go to Judaea.' 

On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in 

the tomb for four days already. When Martha heard 

that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary 

remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, 

'If you had been here, my brother would not have 

died, but I know that, even now, whatever you ask 

of God, he will grant you.' 'Your brother' said Jesus 

to her 'will rise again.' Martha said, 'I know he will 

rise again at the resurrection on the last day.' Jesus 

said: 

'I am the resurrection and the life, 

If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will 

live, 

and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 

Do you believe this?' 

'Yes Lord,' she said 'I believe that you are the Christ, 

the Son of God, the one who was to come into this 

world.' Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that 

came straight from the heart, 'Where have you put 

him?' They said 'See how much he loved him!' But 

there were some who remarked, 'He opened the 

eyes of the blind man, could he not have prevented 

this man's death?' Still sighing, Jesus reached the 

tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the 

opening. Jesus said, 'Take the stone away.' Martha 

said to him 'Lord by now he will smell; this is the 

fourth day.' Jesus replied 'Have I not told you that if 

you believe you will see the glory of God?' So they 

took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes 

and said: 

'Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. 

I knew indeed that you always hear me. 

But I speak 

for the sake of all these who stand round me, 

so that they may believe it was you who sent me.' 

When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, 

'Lazarus, here! Come out!' The dead man came out, 

his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a 

cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, 'Unbind 

him, let him go free.' 

Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and 

had seen what he did believed in him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



 


